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Abstrak 
Tujuan penelitian ini adalah (1) mengidentifikasi strategi membaca yang diterapkan 
oleh siswa kelas sepuluh dalam memahami teks naratif di SMA KEBAKKRAMAT 
pada tahun ajaran 2014/2015, (2) mengidentifikasi kesulitan siswa dalam memahami 
teks naratif di SMA KEBAKKRAMAT pada tahun ajaran 2014/2015. Metode dari 
penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Subjek dari penelitian ini 
adalah guru Bahasa Inggris dan siswa kelas sepuluh SMA KEBAKKRAMAT. 
Pengumpulan data dari penelitian ini adalah wawancara, catatan lapangan, dan 
dokumen. Data diambil dari naskah wawancara, catatan lapangan, dan dokumen. 
Dari penelitian ini, peneliti menemukan bahwa (1) strategi membaca dalam 
memahami teks naratif yang diterapkan oleh siswa kelas sepuluh di SMA 
KEBAKKRAMAT pada tahun ajaran 2014/2015 adalah sebagai berikut previewing, 
predicting, skimming, dan scanning. Strategi previewing adalah strategi untuk 
mendapatkan gagasan keseluruhan teks. Strategi predicting adalah strategi untuk 
menebak apa yang akan terjadi pada teks berikutnya. Strategi skimming adalah 
strategi strategi untuk menemukan gagasan umum atau gagasan utama disetiap 
paragraf. Strategi scanning adalah strategi untuk menemukan informasi spesifik, (2) 
kesulitan siswa dalam memahami teks naratif di SMA KEBAKKRAMAT pada tahun 
ajaran 2014/2015 adala  motivasi rendah, dan kosakata terbatas.  
Kata Kunci: membaca, strategi, teks naratif, deskriptif kualitatif, strategi previewing,  
strategi skimming, strategi predicitng, strategi scanning. 
Abstract 
The research aims (1) to identify at the reading strategies applied by the 
tenth grade students in understanding narrative text at SMA 
KEBAKKRAMAT in 2014/2015 Academic Year, (2) to identify 
students difficulties in understanding narrative text at SMA 
KEBAKKRAMAT in 2014/2015 Academic Year. This study is 
descriptive qualitative research. The tenth grade students of SMA 
KEBAKKRAMAT and the English teacher are the subject of this 
research. The data collection of this research are interview, 
observation, and document. From this research, the researcher found 
that (1) the reading strategies in understanding narrative text applied by 
the tenth grade students of SMA KEBAKKRAMAT in 2014/2015 
Academic Year are follows: previewing, predicting, skimming, and 
scanning. Previewing strategies is to find the idea of the whole 
direction of the text. Predicting strategies is to predict what will happen 
on the next text. Skimming strategies is to find main idea or general 
idea in each paragraph. Then scanning strategies is to discover the 
detailed information, (2) students difficulties in understanding narrative 
text at SMA KEBAKKRAMAT in 2014/2015 Academic Year are low 
motivation, and limited vocabulary. 
Keywords:  reading, strategies, narrative text, descriptive qualitative, 
previewing strategy, skimming strategy, predicting 
strategy, scanning strategy. 
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1. Introduction
Reading plays a crucial role in language learning. For many students, reading 
is by far the most important of the four skills in a second language, particularly in 
English as a second or foreign language (Carrel, Devine, & Eskey, 1998). It is 
through reading that the language learners access a large amount of information 
relating to the target language and culture.  
There are four skills that students should have in learning English, namely: 
listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Reading is considered as the most important 
skill, where students have to understand written text well. Reinking and Sceiner 
(1985: 107) in Kustaryo (1988: 2) state that “reading is an active cognitive process of 
interacting with print and monitoring comprehension to establish meaning”. Reading 
is a way to get the information from the text, from the word into a word and looking 
up any unfamiliar vocabulary to discover the meaning of the text. To get the message, 
readers must comprehend what they have read. 
To understand written message easily, there are some factors which influence 
it, such as: intelligence, vocabulary, motivation, etc. For Indonesian people who learn 
English as a foreign language, the factors cause a lot of problems. They often find 
difficulties when reading texts. That is why reading is taught to students in order that 
they master the skill. The students starts learning if using the text books. 
In reading English textbook, students are required to use some strategies 
which enable them to understand the text effectively. The strategies applied can be 
different for each student. This is caused by the different level of knowledge the 
student possess. In reading the textbook, students usually use the different strategy in 
understanding the text. They have different way to understand the English text and 
find the meaning of the writer’s idea. When students study the second language 
particularly in educating their reading skill, they find difficulties, such as in 
understanding the sense of the message both in sentences or words. It means that they 
didn’t understand the significant information in the passage. 
In understanding or reading the English text, students need strategies to 
comprehend the meaning of the text. They have reading strategies in their own 
method. At this time, students should know the suitable strategies to understand the 
English text. There will be some kind of guidance for the students when reading 
foreign text. Reading strategies may affect the ability in comprehending the text 
wholly. 
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To help students read more quickly and effectively, there are several reading 
strategies to read. The first is Previewing. It is reviewing section headings, titles, and 
photo captions to get a common sense of the structure and the content of a reading 
selection. The second is Predicting. It is using knowledge of the subject matter to 
make predictions about content and vocabulary and checking comprehension; using 
knowledge of the text type and purpose to make predictions about discourse structure; 
using knowledge about the author to make predictions about writing style, 
vocabulary, and content. The third are Skimming and scanning. They are using a 
quick survey of the text to get the main idea, identify text structure, confirm or 
question predictions. The fourth is Guessing from context. It is using prior knowledge 
of the subject and the ideas in the text as clues to the meanings of unknown words, 
instead of stopping to look them up. The fifth is Paraphrasing. It is stopping at the end 
of a section to check comprehension by restating the information and ideas in the text 
(http://www.nclrc.org/essentials/reading/stratread.htm). 
There are many favorite Senior High Schools in Karanganyar which teach 
English to the students includings four language skills; listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. One of them is SMA Kebakkramat Karanganyar. The writer is interested 
in analyzing the reading strategies in understanding narrative text applied especially 
by tenth grade students since narrative text is taught at tenth grade. Based on 
observation, students at the tenth grade apply different strategies in reading narrative. 
In this case, the writer is interested in identifying the strategies applied by the students 
from the description above, the writer is interested in carrying out a study with the 
title “READING STRATEGIES APPLIED BY THE TENTH GRADE 
STUDENTS IN UNDERSTANDING NARRATIVE TEXT AT SMA 
KEBAKKRAMAT KARANGANYAR IN 2014/2015 ACADEMIC YEAR.” 
The first study was done by Shenly Nuari Dhani Bayuningsih (UMS, 2012) 
entitled Strategies of Teaching Reading to Student at the Second Year of SMA 
Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The finding of her study indicates that (1) the teacher 
used Student Team Achievement Divisions (STAD) and Group Investigation (GI) in 
teaching reading strategies in SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The teacher used 
strategies are accordance with the parts of strategy teaching reading by Slavin in 
providing materials for students. (2) The six difficulties faced by teacher: The teacher 
had trouble in guiding the students in class, students have limitations vocabulary, less 
motivational students learn English, teacher have a limited time, students unclear in 
4 
pronunciation, and students ability are different. (3) Six problem solving used by 
teacher when the learning process was going, a) Teacher gives attractive materials to 
motivate sstudents, b) Teacher changes time for the next meeting, c) The teacher asks 
the students to summarize the text by their own words, d) Teacher making direct 
control to the student’s error in pronunciation, e) Teacher gives remidial for students 
that a lowest score until they can have the score standard. 
The second research was done by Wahyu Widati (UMS, 2010) entitled 
Students’ Reading Strategies to Answer Multiple Choice Questions of Reading 
Passage at the Third Grade of SMA N 1 Klego, Boyolali in 2009/2010 Academic 
Year. The findings of her research indicate that (1) In answering to the question read 
parts of the average multiple choice test, the students unable to manage appropriate 
strategy because students use the same strategy to answer the question although the 
category different. Their strategy is reads and then try to find all the senses of all word 
before they answer the questions. (2) The students had difficulty in answering 
multiple choice in reading section and lack of time to answer questions. (3) The 
appropriate strategies to answer the questions of multiple choice of the reading section 
are scanning, skimming, and careful study, so that they can interpret the main concept 
can be seen in reading section. 
The third research was conducted by Riliana (2007) with the title “A 
Descriptive Study on Teaching Reading Narrative Text Using Short Stories to the 
Second Year Student of SMP 02 Colomadu”. She studied the process of teaching 
reading narrative text using short stories to the second year student of SMP 02 
Colomadu especially in the class VIII A in 2010/2012 Academic Year. Her study was 
descriptive qualitative research. The data of her study were collected from the event, 
informant, and document. The technique for collecting the data of her study includes 
interview, observation, and document. The result of her research indicated that the 
method of teaching reading Narrative using short stories at SMP N 02 Colomadu at 
the second year students included three stages namely: study session, and closing. In 
the opening, the teacher welcomed and then checked the presence of students. Then 
study session, the teacher used four stages, they were Building Knowledge of Field 
(BKOF), Modelling of Text (MOT), Joint Construction of Text (JCOT), and 
Independent Construction of Text (ICOT). And then the last were closing, the teacher 
closing the meeting. And the teaching technique reading comprehension was: Read 
and Look Up (Silent Reading) and Reading aloud. 
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The fourth research was conducted by Wantini (UMS, 2008) entitled “ A 
Descriptive Study on the Method used in Teaching Reading to the Sixth Year 
Students of SDN 1 Tekaran Wonogiri in 2006/2007 Academic Year. The method of 
her study is descriptive method. The result of her study is the teacher used Natural 
Aprroach (NA). The strengths focused on the communication of the topic of interest 
of the student. The students can express their ideas and opinion, and the instructor 
strives at all times. The weaknesses are that the students don not focus to speak so 
they are not ready, activities in the classroom are focused at all times on topic and it 
was difficult to begin the activities. 
This study is descriptive qualitative research. The writer used the method that 
is called as “descriptive qualitative research“. According to Arikunto (1995:309), 
descriptive research had an aim to collect the information about the status of the exist 
indication that is natural condition. This study aims to describe the reading strategies 
in understanding narrative text used by the tenth grade students of SMA Kebakkramat 
and describing students’ difficulties in understanding narrative text at SMA 
Kebakkramat. 
2. Research Method
Based on the background, the research was conducted to identify the reading 
strategies and the problem in understanding narratie text. The data of this research are 
reading strategies applied by the tenth grade students in understanding narrative text. 
The data are in the forms of interview script, field note, and document. The writer 
uses three techniques of collecting the data such as interview, observation, and 
documentation. The writer analyzes the data by employing a technique from Miles 
and Huberman (1992: 16) which is called interactive method. This method consists of 
three stages or techniques, they are: data reduction, data display, and conclusion or 
verification. To make the credibility of this study, the researcher used a technique of 
triangulation. Triangulation is a technique that is very strong that facilitates data 
validation from two or more sources, such as oral and written sources. According to 
Audrey (2013), triangulation also crosschecks information to produce accurate results 
for certainly in data collection. The researcher uses this technique to get the 
information more credible by comparing the data from the interview. 
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3. Result and Discussion
This session describes the finding, which cover (1) reading strategies applied 
by the student in understanding narrative text, and (2) the students’ difficulties in 
understanding narrative text at SMA Kebakkramat Karanganyar. 
3.1 Reading Strategies in Understanding Narrative Text  
a. Previewing
Previewing took a little time and is very simple. It was done by using 
the illustration, title, chapter, or the table contents, and section headings and 
also to get the idea off all the text. In the first observation, it was found that 
the students used previewing before reading the narrative text that are Agus 
Susilo and Qorri Agustina Wahyuningrum. They are read the title and section 
headings to get an idea of text. 
In previewing activity, the teacher prepared a kind of short narrative 
text with the titled A Little Pot using an LCD. The researcher taught the 
students about the purpose and the generic structure of narrative texts using 
this text. 
The students read the title of text and then read a start of paragraph or 
filling content. This strategy was used when students want to understand a 
narrative text like a story text. In the other interview, students feel they have a 
low vocabulary and skill about English and so he used a fast strategy that is 
read a title and start sentence as a way out. 
b. Predicting
Student was used predicting strategy to predict what would happen in 
the next. The student used their knowledge to make predictions what the story 
in the next paragraphs was about. The aim of predicting strategy is the 
background knowledge of the students to make predictions. 
The predicting function strategy is to create the students more active 
to predict what happened to the next paragraph. Students use background 
knowledge for predicting what writers will discuss in the next text. With 
prediction strategy used by students, it’s so easy in developing a knowledge 




Skimming was being conducted in a speed three to four times faster 
than usually reads. This strategy is not useful when students looking for 
specific information rather than reading for comprehension. Usually, students 
used skimming method when they discover a picture of text. Skimming 
strategy works well for founds the names, places, and datas. It’s used to 
review charts, tables, and graphs. 
The purpose of this strategy is to train the students more active 
inreading section. The skimming function strategy is to help students discover 
main ideas or general ideas in every paragraph. 
Students used this strategy because skimming is the one strategy to 
find a general idea of the paragraph and understand a contents of text. Students 
used this strategy when they read a text which contains a graphic, tables, or 
chart from invention of text. This method makes it easy and also easy to 
explain of contents. Besides that, skimming is the fastest solution to give 
illustration about text and make conclusion. 
d. Scanning
The meaning of scanning is to find specific information contain. The 
important point of scanning is that students have something in hismind and 
would have to ignore part irrelevant while reading. 
The students read to locate specific information. Scanning function 
strategy is to discover the specific information that is not in common of a text. 
This is not suitable when the students summarizing text story because 
studentsfocused on specific information. And then the purpose of this strategy 
is to prepare when the students do the examination in the future, and to 
discover the specific information in limited time. 
In this strategy, students usually just read a title of text and then find 
an easily translating sentences. This strategy is used by students who still have 
a limited vocabulary and grammar knowledge. In other case, students read 
questions and then read text to find an answer.  
3.2 Students Difficulties in Understanding Narrative Text at SMA Kebakkramat 
Karanganyar 




Students had low motivation in reading the English text, because they were
not interested reading the English text. Sometimes the students had good mood
to study, but sometimes they were lazy to study. This matter based on
interviewing with students who like English and not.
b. Limited Vocabulary
English should be a habit in their life, because English is an international
language and English is a usual language in this world. Students have to try
and try to be memorized about vocabulary in their habit. One by one words
can be million words if have a usual. Need an approach things from teacher to
increase a vocabulary knowledge. With help of students who have more
vocabulary or have more real pronounce can be understand to other students
for narrative text.
3.3 Conclusion 
Based on the research finding, the Students of SMA Kebakkramat 
applied four strategies. First, Previewing strategy, is a strategy of 
comprehension consisting of prediciting, activating prior knowledge, and 
setting the purpose for reading to the students. Interiewing with Agus Susilo 
showed that picture in narrative text to make a contemplation about text. This 
picture gave an easy method for students to choose the great paragraph which 
show the text’s content. The previewing function of strategy for the students 
were to help them easily and quickly catch about what a text will be about 
before read the whole text. And then the previewing purpose of strategy is to 
save many students time to make a prediction story be the case in text based 
on the first paragraph or the title.  
Second is Skimming, which means reading an idea of the main or gist. 
Skimming works well for discover names, places, and dates. It’s used for 
analysis the charts, tables, and graph. The skimming purpose strategy is 
training the students be more active in reading section. And then the skimming 
function strategies is to assist all students found the main idea or general idea 
in each paragraph. This strategy used by Joko Susilo which discover main idea 
from paragraph to knowing the content. And other student with name Febri 
reads a start paragraph where he feels that the start paragraph is the main idea 
of the paragraph. Fauziati (2010: 39) stated that “skimming is searching for 
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general idea(s) of a text (passage)”. It means that, in the interview of the 
skimming strategy applied by the students in the reading narrative text was 
almost suitable with the theory. This methods is the correct method to find the 
main idea and give an easily conclusion to describe a narrative text. But 
skimming is difficult to be used because not all students can empower a 
vocabulary or pronunciation.  
Third, prediction. The aim prediction strategy is to turn students 
background knowledge to make a prediction. The prediction function strategy 
is to make the students more active to predict what will happen in next 
paragraph like Titis do in this research. Titis Arum Widiastuti always read the 
first paragraph to predicting content of text. The used of background 
knowledge to predict what the author will discuss next in the next text. 
National Capital Language Resource Center (NCLRC) state that “Predicting 
involves using cues in the text to guess what is going to come next”. It means 
that, in the interview of the predicting strategy applied by the students in 
reading narrative text was almost suitable with the theory. 
The last, Scanning means read to find that contain specific information. 
A key point in scanning strategy is the students have something in his mind 
and would have to ignore part irrelevant while reading. The students read to 
locate specific information. Scanning function strategy is to discover the 
specific information that is not in common of a text. This is not suitable when 
the students summarizing story text because students concentrated on specific 
information. And then the purpose of scanning strategy is to prepare when the 
students do the examination in the future, and to discover the specific 
information in limited time. 
Scanning strategy is looking for the main idea to make students know 
the story in the draft text. Strategy of scanning is to discover specific 
information such as name, number, tense form, data, and etc. As a result, 
scanning only concentrated in one problem but it’s found in a few minutes. 
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